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What is MGC?

A sustainability 

benchmarking, networking, 

& technical assistance 

program for municipalities 

& counties

Accelerate environmentally 

sustainable actions by communities 

to enhance Michigan’s livability & 

economic competitiveness in the 

21st century global green economy

Benefits to Participating

• Free technical assistance

• Access to a peer network

• Easily create a roadmap of 

sustainability actions that work for 

your community
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MGC Challenge Certification
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Bronze 20

Silver 60

Gold 100

Platinum 175 plus 

metricsNew!
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• Washtenaw County - Silver

• Ann Arbor - Gold

• Pittsfield Charter Township - 
Gold

• Ypsilanti – Gold

• Scio Township – In Progress!

Washtenaw Co. Municipalities 
Participating in the MGC Challenge
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1. Planning for Inclusive & Lasting Impacts

2. Climate Resilience & Adaptation

3. Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy

4. Responsibly Managing Materials

5. Sustainable Land Use & Economic Development

6. Improving Health Outcomes

7. Protecting & Conserving Water Resources

8. Support Clean & Inclusive Mobility

9. Inspire & Mobilize Residents

MGC Challenge 
Categories

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/outreach/catalyst-communities
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• Conduct energy audits on public buildings/facilities

• Track energy use using ENERGY STAR (or similar tool)

• Develop (and implement!) plan for energy efficiency retrofits 
for municipal/county buildings and publicly-owned housing

• Inventory, develop plan to replace, and implement plan for 
municipal/county owned streetlights

• Create internal revolving loan fund for renewables & energy 
projects

• Update CIP to include renewable energy projects

Energy Efficiency & Renewable 
Energy – Sample Action Items
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• All action items are within local government 
control in Michigan

• Goal is to do what makes sense for your 
community, not to complete all 127 action items 
and metrics

• Create a framework for prioritizing efforts
• E.g. GHG reductions, equity, infrastructure needs, 

current resources/resource gaps, quality of life 
factors

MGC Challenge Tips

www.migreencommunities.com
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• Reporting open Jan. 1 – May 1

• Create/log into account

• Open Challenge form & select In Progress / Complete 
/ Not Started / Not Applicable

• Complete metrics if able

• No documentation needed

MGC Challenge Reporting Period 
Open Now

www.migreencommunities.com
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• Technical Assistance Cohorts
• Accelerator Cohort

• Catalyst Leadership Circle & 
Fellowship

• MISCON & MI Healthy Climate 
Conference Registration

• Additional Opportunities

Benefits to Participating in the 
Challenge

www.migreencommunities.com
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Template Sustainability Plan
Resource Kit

www.migreencommunities.com

www.migreencommunities.com/plan



www.migreencommunities.com

• Register for MGC Challenge account at 
www.migreencommunities.com/register

• Assess local government activities & log actions in 
MGC Challenge

• Reach out to Danielle Beard at 
dbeard@migreencommunities.com with questions

First Steps
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